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SIGNS OF THE SECOND COMING OF 
CHRIST 


Seven years have passed since the close 
of the World War, and six years since the 
publication of my booklet “The Patmos 
Revelation and the War.” What light have 
these years thrown on the revelation of the 
four horsemen,the last times, and the Se- 


cond Coming of our Lord? 
In Daniel 8-17 there is the promise that 


in the last times, prophecies—long sealed, 
shall be understood; “There shall be 
Vision at the time of the end.” 

Does it not appear today that the seals 
on the prophecies are being loosed and 
that we may now see more clearly some 
prophecies that have long been obscure? 

Perhaps never before, certainly not for 
centuries, has there been a more widespread 
interest in these studies. 

In this paper it is proposed to present 
briefly some results of the study of the 
scripture prophecies, from both the Old and 
the New Testaments, concerning the Second 
Coming; making use of the best commen- 
taries; and seeking their natural, sane and 
just interpretations in the light of events 
that are “unfolding every hour’! 

In the booklet, “The Patmos Revelation 
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and the War’, we saw in the four horse- 
men the first four seals, and the first four 
trumpets, (Rev. Chapter Six,) a prediction 
of the great world war. A prediction made 
long before the invention of powder and 
modern artillery, yet marvelous in its exact 
detail. We saw also in this prediction that 
this war was the beginning of the end, and 
that it heralded the approach of the great 
battle of the Armegeddon. In the white 
horseman, having a crown, and armed for 
conflict, we saw the same person, who in 
Revelation 19 is named “the Word of God’, 
who has a sharp sword proceeding out of 
his mouth, with which to smite the nations; 
The Conqueror! ! 

In the chart following this page, I have 
grouped together some of the principle 
scripture signs of the Second Coming. It 
is worthy of note that each one of these, is 
specially given as “Signs of the End”** (a) 
and of the Second Coming. 

How weighty, these words of Christ, bid- 





**(a) What is the meaning of the words the end 
a phrase we have found so often repeated? The 
end of what? We do not understand this term to 
mean the end of the world, nor the day of the 
final Judgment, but a certain period of time de- 
creed and determined, when a great change will 
take place in the Church and in the World, and 
a new era be inaugurated here on earth. 
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ding us “watch and search and discern the 
signs of the times”. If at the mouth of two 
or three witnesses, every word is estab- 
lished, how shall we be excused if we fail 
to see the solemn import of these words of 
our Master and of the prophets? Notes and 
comments on each of these signs, will fol- 
low by corresponding number. 

May God show to each one of us the vis- 
ion and the understanding He would have 
us see. 


Sign 1—THE FIG TREE IS PUTTING 
FORTH ITS LEAVES. 


(Luke 21:29-31 and Math. 24:32-38) 
The Kingdom of God is at hand. 

In Palestine, as in our own California, 
the fig tree is the first in the spring time to 
put forth its leaves. The Master had been 
telling His disciples that Jerusalem should 
be trodden down till the times of the Gen- 
tiles were fulfilled: and that then He was 
coming again with power and great glory; 
and that just as the fig tree putting forth its 
leaves tells that the summer is near, so 
signs would be given as the time of His re- 
turn drew near. 

Some years after these words of Christ 
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were spoken, Jerusalem was destroyed and 
the Jews scattered among all nations, and 
for eighteen hundred years they have been 
everywhere “an astonishment, a bye-word 
and a hissing,’ wanderers over the earth, 
their home land desolate!! 


But since the War may we not see the 
dawning of a new day for the sons of Is- 
rael ? 


A little over seven years ago, General Al- 
lenby, with an army of the Allies, having 
crossed from the south of the dry desolate 
country, reached Palestine and stood be- 
fore Jerusalem. It was thought a memor- 
able battle would be fought there and on 
the world battle-field just north of the city. 
Strange to say, the Turks and their allies 
were not offering battle. Perplexed, Gen- 
eral Allenby wired headquarters in London 
for instructions Thrown upon his own 
responsibility by the reply, he turned aside 
for prayer: he “inquired of the Lord’, 
Then, at the head of his troops, with his 
head uncovered, without military display, 
and without the firing of a gun, marched 
thru the gates and took possession of the 
the City of David and David’s Lord! 
A land that had been given in sacred cove- 

—10— 





city: 


nant to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, so many 
generations before. 

Was not this the work of that mysterious 
white horseman, called also the “Word of 
God? That same silent power that caused 
the walls of Jerico to fall at the sound of 
trumpets of ram’s horns? And did it mean 
that the times of the Gentiles were now ful- 
filled? Was the prophecy that Daniel in- 
terpreted for the King ( a prophecy that 
has outlasted the Nations of Babylon, Per- 
sia and the Roman Empire) now in our own 
sight, at last fulfilled? And now after 2500 
years, the ban being lifted most fittingly by 
the same “word” that had placed it there? 

It is true that the first dawning of light 
for Israel, seven years ago seemed very 
dim and uncertain. When England accept- 
ed the mandate, and became responsible to 
the Allies for the government of Palestine, 
the five hundred years of the unjust rule of 
the Turks over that land was ended; and a 
peaceful and prosperous future assured. 
With the first Governor appointed, a devout 
and Sabbath-keeping Jew, hope of the 
home-land began to live in the hearts of a 
few of the faithful sons of Jacob here and 
there: and the buds, on the tips of the limbs 
of the fig tree began to swell. 


A small remnant of the Jewish people 
were left residing in Jerusalem and these 
few had little in common, except their tra- 
gic place of wailing, humiliation and pray- 
er. 

‘The masses of the scattered Jews had 
no desire to return to the land of their so 
distant progenitors. Most men ridiculed the 
idea of a return of the Jews to Palestine. 
Native Arabs of course were hostile-—No! 
it was said, it could not be done! But the 
fiat of the white-horseman had now gone 
forth and the set time for the promised re- 
turn had come. 

An increasing and steady stream of gold 
from Jewish hands is now finding its way to 
this promised land: Arabs are found to be 
willing—for a consideration—to part with 
their holdings. Seven years certainly show 
a biginning. Forty-three colonies of Jews, 
who have come to make their homes, are 
now settled in Palestine: Strange, that men 
who so long have been not farmers, but 
travelers; buyers and sellers, should now 
be owners of the soil, with homes and live 
stock; planting oranges and fig trees and 
vineyards; should now be tillers of the soil, 
planters of grain, with modern farm imple- 
ments; living in colonies in the land of their 
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dreams for centuries! Colonies laid out 
with civic centers, having school houses for 
their children, and schools for the training 
of those who shall be instructors for their 
children. Stores, printing presses and other 
industries; supporting daily and weekly 
newspapers which they are scattering a- 
broad into all lands, whither Jews are 
found, the good news that once more there 
is a Jewish home-land. 

In these seven years the population has 
more than doubled; a steamship line inau- 
gurated from New York via London and 
the Mediterranean ports—flying the new na- 
tional Jewish flag.**It is said that fifty-two 
thousand emmigrants entered Palestine du- 
ring the year ending September 6, ’25. 
Practically all of the valley of Jezreal has 
recently been purchased and another colony 
planted at the point of entry of this valley. 

In the city of Jerusalem, five hundred 
new buildings have been erected in the past 
twelve months; also a large Jewish hospital 
and a large orphanage built. The Catholics 





** A pathetic commentary on the question wheth- 
er the Jews are interested in Palestine, was the 
crowded docks—long before the time of the sail- 
ing of thir steamship; crowded as never before, 
with a cheering mass of Jews many of whom 
mingled tears of joy with their enthusiastic cheer- 
ing. 
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are building a large new church at the foot 
of Gethsemane. Protestant work is being 
established; A $400,000 Y. M. C. A. build- 
ing is now provided for, by the gifts of an 
unknown donor; and to this amount $87,- 
000 has been added by different donors. 
Among the new industries are a chocolate, 
a carpet, a silicate, a cement and motor 
factory. 

The University recently opened near Je- 
rusalem, will be conducted in the Hebrew 
language. It will be a post-graduate insti- 
tution. Four learned professors and sev- 
eral research associations have been ap- 
pointed. Endowment funds are being pro- 
vided. 175 students have been enrolled. 


Pasadena, California 
December, 1926 
During the year that has passed since the 


above was written, much of interest has 
transpired concerning the Jewish home 


land. For the University three new biuld- 
ings, and a library have been added, and 
the beginnings of an endowment. 

For Jews in all lands a better day seems 
to have dawned. In Eastern and Middle 


Europe there has been a@ letting up of per- 
secutions. Russia and Poland are now of- 
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fering the Jews inducements to make settled 
homes. 


In America the Jews are sharing our 
great prosperity. They are building a three 


Million dollar hotel in New York City. A 
one million dollar Jewish Center, with li- 


brary, social rooms, and synagogue seating 
twenty-four hundred, is rising on Madison 
Avenue. Their Theological Seminary in 
New York has a capacity attendance of five 
hundred students. 

And the financial prosperity of English 
and American Jews seems to be pointing to 
the prosperity of the Jewish home land. The 
British Economic Board has invested no less 
than seven and one-half million dollars in 
Palestine during the past year. 


During the year ending with September, 
an American Organization of Jews remitted 
to Palestine one and one-half million dollars 
this being a quarter of a million dollars 
more than they gave in the preceding year. 


In October Dr. Weizmann came from 
England to aid the American Zionists in 
raising seven and one-half million dollars, 
their quota of the ten million to be raised 
this year for the rebuilding of the national 
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home in Palestine.** 

Are there not some indications of a Jew- 
ish Spiritual awakening? Isa. says, the 
remnant shall return unto “Mighty God,” 
(one of the titles of the Messiah.) 


In Hungary, a Jewish authority estimates 
that since 1918 about 97,000 Jews have 
professed conversion. In Budapest alone 
2,500 Jews have been added to the Presby- 
terian Churches. In certain cities of Ukran- 
ia whole congregations have been gathered 
into Christian Churches from among the 
Jews. 

It is said that there is not one of the Jew- 
ish settlements in Palestine where young 
men are not reading the New Testament ;not 
one place where a Christian Missionary 
would be rejected. 

It is not many years since it was impos- 
sible for a Jew to purchase land in Pales- 
tine. Today, they own nine per cent of the 
cultivatable land. Three times as many emi- 
grants entered Palestine in 1925 as_ there 
were in 1924. 


Is Palestine so long desolate, dry and 





**Straws can show which way the wind blows. Of 
the eight hundred five motor cars imported into 
Palestine last year, seven hundred thirty-eight came 
from the United States. 
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barren, about to “Blossom and Bloom as 
the Rose’? 
The average rainfall is now about double 
what it was in the year 1860. Joel 2-3. 
In July a water system was inaugurated ; 
and for the first time in its history, Jerusa- 
lem has now a sufficient water supply. 
Five hundred miles of railroads and three 
hundred fifty miles of good motor roads 
have been built. In the valley of Jezreal, 
land that recently was marshy and malerial 
now boasts twelve flourishing colonies. 
During this year olive culture has taken 
on new life. A new mill at Haifa is able 
to crush twenty-five tons of olives per year. 
Two million boxes of oranges were market- 
ed in one year. Thirty-three million bush- 
els of wheat were raised in 1924. The grape 
industry is especially promising. Hill sides 
being terraced for grapes as of yore. Bani- 
nas flourish in the Jordan Valley. 


It is reported that the government will 
spend twenty-five millions of dollars to 
make a genuine harbor at Haifa, and will 
also greatly improve the habor at Jaffa. 

The Haifa Bay Development Company 
has acquired some twenty-three square miles 
of the richest land in Palestine; employs 
five hundred men draining swaps and pre- 
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paring to make Haifa a garden city. 

Tel-Aviv has now forty-five thousand in- 
habitants. Both of these settlements boast 
a water supply, electric lights, and street 
car system, and a modern hotel. 

But perhaps the most important step of 
the year is the formation of a Company of 
English Capitalists for the Electrification 
and Irrigation of Palestine, making use of 
the swift descending Jordan. This com- 
pany has sent Mr. Rutenberg to begin work. 

A concession has been secured giving 
the right tg use this water power for seven- 
ty years both in Palestine and trans Jordan, 
for the generation of electric energy. 


Sign 2—At the times of the end knowl- 
edge shall increase. They shall run to and 
fro. Dan. 12-4. 

In the times long, long ago, when the 
words of this prophecy were written, the 
knowledge of one generation was the 
knowledge of the next generation. In 
China, the knowledge of Confusius, knowl- 
edge of four thousand years ago, still suf- 
ficed for even ambitious students till some 
fifteen years since. The wheelbarrow still 
suffices for travel and freight. In Egypt, 
water for irrigation is still lifted by the 
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same contrivance that it was thousands of 
years ago. The same wooden plough; and 
the day’s Journey must be made on foot. 

Vhat did Daniel know of modern travel? 
In his time the earth was not girded by 
railroads and steamship lines. 


Is not the query worth a passing notice, 
how came Daniel—so many generations 
ago—to so accurately sum up and, in so 
few words, picture the new knowledge of 
today and the marvelous new inventions for 
travel. 


Today we count the stars by the hund- 
reds of millions; we know something of 
their size, weight and the orbits in which 
they move. A few years since, Franklin suc- 
ceeded in harnessing lightning for our use. 
Today everybody uses the telephone and 
the electric car. Electricity is found to be 
a convenience in heating, in cooking and in 
a thousand ways it has become our servant. 
Today we travel over the water, under the 
water and fly with the birds of the air. 
From the secret currents of the air above 
us the radio now catches and brings into 
our homes sweet music from distant cities; 
or will send a message for us to a ship far 
out at sea, it may be thousands of miles 


distant. Today, how common it is to talk 
of our “New Era,’ “New Thought,” “New 
Knowledge.” Truly a marvelous age for 
knowledge—and for travel. Suddenly, 
within the memory of men still living, every 
branch of learning has burst into blossom; 
and endless discoveries and inventions for 
our comfort and enjoyment have been ap- 
plied on every hand. 

The Japan of today is a new Japan; a 
new India and a new China are emerging. 

Truly the knowledge of our day, so mar- 
velously fore-seen and fore-told as a sign of 
the latter end, is worthy of notice. In this 
new age, nations are being born almost in 
a day. 


Sign 3.—DISTRESS OF NATIONS 

Then shall they see the Son of man com- 
ing, Luke 21:25, 26; 27. 

Every age has its wars and rumors of 
wars, distress and alarms. Are there any 
wars and rumors of war that are peculiar, 
special to our times? A few years since, a 
beautiful Palace of Peace was built at the 
Hague and a dream of peace and good will 
for all the world was cherished. Of war it 
was said “Never again, Never again.” Like 
many another dream this proved to be “but 
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a baseless fabric.” Suddenly, like a bolt 
from a clear sky, came the most terrible 
war of all history. 

And now, seven years after the Armistice 
there are rumors of a war that will be un- 
speakably more dreadful than the great 
World War! 

What is the meaning in Rev. 6-4, that 
power was given to the Red horseman to 
“take peace from the earth’? 

Is there not today a peculiar restlessness 
seen in all nations? Mobs, strikes, dissatis- 
factions and distress seen in every land! 
Russia is still suffering from her fearful— 
almost fatal trial of communism and athe- 
istic government. England is still stagger- 
ing under her burden of war debts and un- 
employment. France is facing bankruptcy, 
and has now three wars on her hands; and 
is unable to form an acceptable ministry of 
government. Her distress and perplexity is 
pitiable. Germany’s super-men and proud 
challenge to all the world, as her marvel- 
ously equipped armies marched out to 
battle, have been discredited and her people 
humbled and made to suffer untold hard- 
ships. 

The nations of the earth are today in 
special distress, distrust and perplexity. 
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Sign 4.—THE GOSPEL PREACHED IN 
ALL THE WORLD. 

Then shall the end come. Math. 24:14. 

Also The Flying Angel. Rev. 14:6. 

When Judson sailed for India, to most 
men the idea of converting the world - 
seemed ridiculous! After fifty years had 
passed, missionaries were still the butt of 
ridicule to world travelers. 

But ten years ago, when we were cele- 


brating a century of foreign missionary la- 
bors, men everywhere were impressed that 


since the days of Judson and Carey, so 
large a part of the earth had heard the 
gospel. Since then, the Angel of the Good 
News has been in a sense flying! Today 
ships are carrying missionaries by fifties 
and by hundreds (of all evangelical de- 
nominations) to all parts of the world. 
Never before have so many of our finest 
young men and women been so ready to 
valunteer for missions as their life work. 
Scarcely a corner of this earth can be 
found today where men have not read or 
heard of this Gospel in their own tongue. 


Sign 5.— PERILOUS TIMES SHALL 
COME. In the last days. 2 Tim. 3:1-5 
In what are the times in which we live 
especially perilous? 
—33— 


The key to Paul’s meaning in these vers- 
es, 1-5, the Portable Commentary says is 
found in verses 25 and 26 of the preceding 
chapter; and calls attention to the close 
parallel between these verses, and the first 
chapter of Romans, describing the condition 
of the Ungodly, i. e., A mark of the ap- 
proach of the second coming will be that in- 
side the churches there will be many who 
profess faith, but whose lives do not differ 
from those outside the churches.. Many 
who have been “caught in the snare of the 
devil’, and are now “opposers” and enem- 
ies of Christ. Once they are enlightened, 
now impossible to be renewed. ‘They are 
now lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God. Covetous money lovers, puffed up; 
truly a “trouble and confusion” for the 
Church, the Home of the State. 


In the days of the founders of our re- 
public, men were careful for both the little 
red school house and the little church built 
beside the road. From such environments 
came most of the men and women that 
made our country great. 

That intellectual giant, the orator and 
statesman, Daniel Webster, when asked, 
“What was the greatest thought that you 
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ever entertained?” replied, “It was my in- 
dividual responsibility to Almighty God.” 
In those days, obedience and respect for 
‘tthe law was taught in the school house, 
the home and the church. Children thus 
reared, in after life will dishonor neither 


their home, nor their parents nor their 
country. 


Perils for the Children and Family. 

Is the care for the moral education of 
the rising generation a marked characteris- 
tic of our times? Perhaps never before was 
greater care needed in America. It is said 
that about one-fourth of the families of 
our land make no profession of religious 
interest and that very many members of 
churches give no definite religious training 
in their homes. 

To these facts add the constant inflow 
of immigrants, most of whom know little, 
and care less, for moral education. To all 
the above we must add a growing number 
of children thrown out of homes that have 


been disrupted by divorce; children adrift 
in the world, without chart or compass,** 


**At Dallas, Texas the Child Welfare Director 
calls for the erection of a home for children 
whose parents have separated and says that 25 
such cases are presented to her each week as the 
orphanages cannot receive such cases, 

OA 


A few years since, we were shocked at 
the sudden spread of the divorce evil in 
France. Divorces were almost unknown in 
the United States. Today we have far sur- 
passed France in her record of divorces. 
The divine law of marriage, one man and 
one woman, “until death do us part,” may 
not be disregarded with impunity. 


Among the points enumerated in the 
context of this passage is truce-breaking. 
In all his three score years, can any man 
ever make a more solemn—far reaching 


covenant—than that which he makes in 
the marriage relation? The rapid increase 


in the ratio of divorces as compared to 
marriages certainly is alarming. When the 
homes of our land suffer ,there is peril for 
the child-life and peril for the nation it- 
self. Is it strange that boys and girls that 
have never learned @ higher code of morals, 
should pick up the code of the streets and 
the slums? 

Our public schools have been our boast 
and pride! In no other portion of the 
world may the child of the poorest citizen 
sit side by side with the child of wealth, 
and in such beautiful buildings, so magni- 
ficently equipped for intellectual culture. 
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These schools were founded by men who 
felt their responsibility to God and their 
country; and the Bible they enthroned in 
the school rooms retained its place there 
until within a few years. 


Prof. Erb, of the Rochester Theo. Sem. 
in a recent publication, takes the ground 
that while the church and the state must 
each have perfect liberty in its sphere, yet 


since both are vitally interested in the moral 
training of the young, the state and the 


church should cooperate in this today (as 
they have done from the beginning.) Both 
are interested as a matter of self defense. 

It is Sectarian for the President of the 
United States to invite all the people to 
give thanks to God, each November? 

Is it Sectarian to inscribe on our gold 
coins, “In God we Trust’? 

Why should the wishes of the millions of 


the patrons of our schools, be disregarded, 
who prefer for their children for a few 
moments of each of the five days spent in 
the school room, an atmosphere of reverent 
Bible reading, without notes or comment or 
Sectarian garb. 

The Bible in the school is the best teach- 
er of morals, the best antidote for lawless- 


—26— 


ness; and should offend no one who loves 
his country. 

Yet, today, in a number of the States of 
the Union, the one book pre-eminent for 
teaching morals, may not find a place in 


the public schools. The book of the 10 
Commandments which has been the foun- 


dation of all laws, Mosaic, Roman, or of 


English common law; The Book that 
brings to us the lofty inspiration of Isa- 
ah and the uplifting songs of King David; 
the Book that gives us the unparalleled 
mountain top sermon of Christ is thus 
disused and dishonored!! 


Perils For Our Country 

Is there not some connection between 
this disuse of moral instruction in the 
school room and the increase of crime? 
For example, is it any wonder that in the 
great state of Illinois, when a new genera- 
tion thus educated, has come to the front, 
that its chief city has come to be called 
the “Crime Center’ of the country and of 
the World? It is reported that, while in 
the great city of London, for the past year 
the number of murders was 16, the num- 
ber of murders committed in Chicago for 
a part of that year was 250! Any wonder 
that it should become the center of jury 


bribing; threatening letters demanding mo- 
pany 


ney on pain of death; bombing of houses, 
and the slayng of police in the discharge of 
their duties! What new necessity calls for 


guards on our public railroads to protect 
the U. S. mails, with orders to “shoot to 
kill’? What new state of affairs in our 


Christian country has led our jewelers to 
offer “$2000 for every bandit, dead or 


alive?” It has been estimated that the in- 
crease of crime in our country in the last 
fifteen years has been some 400%. ‘The 
allied business men’s protective association, 
of which Judge Gary is a member and a 
leader, agrees that “the crime situation is 
terrifying beyond expression.” 

Who could have thought, a few years 
since, that it would ever become necessary 
in times of profound peace with all the 
world, for our government to send her sol- 
diers against internal foes? That it should 
need two hundred and fifty machine guns 
and armored cars to guard against U. S. 
bandits. 

Our schools need something more than 
fine buildings, well equipped. If the immor- 
tal, the inner man, be neglected, the one 
thing needful for the home and the state 
will be lacking. 
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President Coolidge has recently warned 
parents of a present day tendency to dodge 
or shift “their parental authority and res- 
ponsibility.” Secretary Hoover says that 
“the trend of the times shows a weaken- 
ing of the moral fibre, a loosening of the 
family ties; and calls for “a spiritual rein- 
forcement.” He says that religion is the 
fountain head of character; that “if we let 
the churches and schools fail, the heritage 
left will afford little enough of what has 
made America a land of promise to hu- 
manity.” It has been said that to abdi- 
cate parental responsibility is more than a 
mistake—It is a crime!! 


An impressive cartoon was printed re- 
cently in a Los Angeles daily. A lawless 
citizen has undermined the corner stone of 
our Fair Temple of Liberty and is seen plac- 


ing a bomb with lighted fuse under the 
stone. “The Bible in the Schools” was writ- 
ten on the corner stone. 


Sign 6.—THE ANTI CHRIST. 

Then shall the wicked one be revealed. 
2 Thes. 2:3 to 12 inclusive. 

As Christ so long foretold, was revealed 
by stages: first, as the babe of Bethelehem; 
then after some years, as the marvelous 
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youth in the Temple, ably disputing with 
the learned Doctors; then at His baptism, 
as the Lamb of God that was to take away 
the sin of the world; so perhaps, the Man 
of Sin will not be disclosed all at once. 

The person of the AntiChrist has not yet 
been revealed. Every age has had those who 
were enemies of Christ. [The three words 
—The Anti Christ together will define this 
person, whose coming will mark the crisis 
of all wickedness.—He will be ‘“The wicked 
one.” 


This absolutely lawless one will dare to 
match his strength against God Himsettf; 
will sit in the holy temple, as God, and 
seek the religious homage of all the world. 
He will have many followers and will actu- 
ally seek to dethrone the Almighty. No 
such powerful personality has yet appear- 
ed. Antiochus and some of the Popes of 
Rome have sometimes been called anti- 
types of this Man and Sin. 

Since the great war, the attempt in Rus- 
sia, made by the Bolsheviks, to exterminate 
root and branch, the church and all traces 
of the Christian religion, together with an 
organized propaganda to spread thru the 
world their hatred of God, and their war- 
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fare against Him, seems to approach, near- 
er than any historical movement, the real 
spirit of the Anti-Christ. Is it not a little 
singular that in our own boasted Christian 
America, almost simultaneously, should ap- 
pear outcroppings of this same spirit? A 
few years since, a silver-tongued crator, in 
a popular lecture course, was boasting that 
he would do his level best to tear God from 
his throne. There were plenty of men to 
applaud his silver tongued eloquence but 
none to follow him, and God still sits on 
His throne. 

Recently in New York state an organiza- 
tion was formed to wreck the Christian re- 
ligion and to advance the cause of Atheism. 
This association has recently applied to 
Justice Mitchell, of the New York Supreme 
Court, for a charter “to form an associa- 
tion which by the delivering and boadcast- 
ing of lectures, debates, and discussions on 
subjects of science and religion, and by the 
publishing and distributing of scientific and 
anti-religious literature, should conduct a 
general propaganda aganst the church and 
the clergy.” In general, the association was 
to be a wrecking company, operating 
against God. 

Recently a woman has been found guilty 
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of sending, thru the mails, obscene mat- 
ter; and a pamphlet advocating the over- 
throw of the government, and the establish- 
ment of a free love cult, and abolishment 
of marriage. 

When this spirit of the Lawless One, be- 
comes strong enough, the real person of 
the Anti-Christ will appear. Should this 
spirit of the Lawless Une become more 
common, the way for the Anti-Christ will 
have been prepared. ** 


Sign 7.—THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 

How long till the end of these wonders? 
Dan. 12-6. 

Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles. Lk. 21,24. 

The times of the Gentiles began when 
God gave Israel into the hands of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, (a) some six hundred years 
before the Christian era. In a_ recent 
pamphlet** (b) Mr. Blackstone, many 








**Mussolini and the revival of the Roman Empire 
is thought by some to be a forerunner of Anti- 
Christ. His career and growing dictatorial power 
is noteworthy in this conection. 

*(a) Jremiah 27:1-13 

2nd. Cronices 36:6-7 

Daniel 2:37-38. 

** (b) The Times of the Gentiles and Time of 
the End. 

F. H. Revell & Co. 
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years a sane writer on these subjects has 
given us a careful study of the Image—of 
gold, brass, and iron. This image which 
Daniel interpreted for the King, is conced- 
ed by all to show the course of history 
from that king down to our times. Mr. 
Blackstone (pages 14 and 15) concludes 
that the time of the end of the Gentile 
rule over Palestine begins near the close 
of the War, 1917, with the Balfour decla- 
ration of the British government, and the 
appointment of Sir Hubert Samuel, the Jew 
as Governor. 


How full of mystery to us, the words “the 
time decreed!” the “time of the consum- 
mation!” 

Yet we are taught that “before the world 
was’, in the councils of Eternity, God 
made plans for the redemption of man 
from sin. “‘God’s remedy for sin’, is the 
theme of the whole book we call the Bible. 
Blind is the man who cannot see God’s 
hand in every page of His Story. Christ 
speaks of a time when the harvests of this 
world will be ripe for the sickle: in Daniel 
10:22, 28, we learn that the end of the 
Gentile rule over Palestine is a turning 
*(a) Lk. 21; Dan. 9-27; Rom, 11:25. 

{b) Ezekjel 34-26, 28 and Ezekiel 36-34, 86, 
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point; a time decreed and “determined”. 

The three concurrent passages each end- 
ing with “until” (*) plainly teach that 
with the ending of the times of the Gen- 
tiles, Jerusalem will cease to be trodden 
down and her country will cease to be 
desolate; and the blindness of Israel will 
pass away. These passages agree with the 
passages directly prophecying the return of 
Israel to Palestine. (b) Is it not marvelous 
that we in our times 2500 years after the 
dispersion of the Jews have seen the be- 
ginning of this return? 

SIGNS 8, 9, 10—THE CHURCH, whiek 
Christ affectionately calls My Church, 
Math. 16-18. 

Of the words “When the Son of Man 
cfmeth, shall he find faith on the earth’’. 
(Luke 18-8), the J. F. B. commentary says, 
“The reference here is to the church in the 
long time of its desolate, widowed and de- 
fenseless condition, during the absence of 
her Lord’’; an intimation that the answer 
will be long delayed, until the hope of 
Christ’s coming shall have nearly died out; 
and that then He will avenge her of all her 
enemies. 

In every one of these niieteen hundred 
years A. D., notwithstanding much in 
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church history that brings the blush of 
shame, there have been some true New 
Testament churches and many followers of 
Christ; whose daily life witnessed that 
they had been with Jesus and had learned 
of Him. Even the darkest ages have been 
illuminated by Christ’s servants and mar- 
tyrs; and now we see signs that the whole 
world will witness the triumph of Christ 
and His Church. 


Sign 8.—FORMALISM FORETOLD. 


A sign of the last days will be that many 
will be Christians in name only. 

“Having a form of Godliness but deny- 
ing the power thereof. 2 Tim. 3-5. 

In every age among those professing to 
be Christians, there are always some who 
having no depth of roots, bye and bye fall 
away. Sometimes long after the inner life 
and power has ceased, the forms of the 
Christian religion remain and chrystalize. 
When a professing Christian has ceased to 
take up his cross and to follow Christ he 
becomes a dead professor; and the corpse 
becomes offensive. Christ says that when 
the salt of the earth has lost its saltness it 
is good for nothing but to be thrown away. 

In what sense is formalism specially 
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chargeable to our times? In our times the 
church is noted for its many fold Christian 
activities. 

Was there ever before such a multiplica- 
tion of organized bodies, so diverse in their 
teachings and practices, yet each one call- 
ing itself a Christian Church? Some of 
the so called churches teach almost any doc 
trine under the sun, excepting repentance 
of sin and faith in the atoning death of 
Christ for the remission of sins. Have you 
ever counted in your Saturday evening pa- 
per, the pulpit notices for the coming Sun- 
day? Noticed their rapidly increasing 
number, and their varieties of doctrines, 
yet each retaining one or both names, 
“Christian” and ‘Church’? 

A spiritual church does not become a 
coldly formal one in a day. This falling 


_away is so gradual that it is scarcely no- 
ticed. 


First a mere change of emphasis in the 
teaching. E.G., The love of God is stress- 


ed to the exclusion of the Holyness of God; 
That God can not look upon sin with al- 
lowance, is thus lost to sight. Do even our 


most spiritual churches, as carefully ex- 
amine candidates for admission, as former- 
ly? As careful to maintain in the church; 
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the New Testament discipline, the cutting 
off of those erring members who will not 


heed, often repeated and kindly admonition. 
The fall of a so called church is complete, 


when it is christian in name only, and has 
ceased to connect with the overhead power 
house. 

Alas, Christ is sometimes wounded 
in the house of His friends!. What a 
pathetic picture is that in which Paul, 
aged and worn, is sitting in his Roman 
prison, in chains for Christ’s sake, and 
is dictating a last epistle to his beloved dis- 
ciples at Phillipi. Addressing his amanuensis 
he says, write: “For many walk—of whom 
I have told you often—and now tell you— 
even weeping—that they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ.” 

Sign §.—APOSTACY AND FALSE 
TEACHERS. 

That day shall not come except there 
come first A falling away and the man of 
sin be revealed. 2 Thes, 2:3 amd 2d Peter, 
Chapters 2 and 3. 

The Church in Thesalonica had been 
thrown into confusion by a forged letter as 
coming from Paul, saying that the Second 
Coming of Christ was so near at hand that 
there was no further need for men to labor. 
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To correct this, Paul tells them that these 
two great events must come to pass before 
Christ shall appear. This falling away has 
been interpreted as referring not to the 
few apostates here and there, in Church 
history; nor to the great organization that 
departed from the simplicity of the New 
Testament church—hundreds of years ago, 
but that there will be a great falling away 
in the last days; presaging the coming of 
the Man of Sin. 

Peter, in his second letter (2nd and 3rd 
Chapters) gives, as signs of the approach- 
ing advent, scoffers and false teachers; 
with many followers, who “Speak evil of 
things they understand not; who are “wells 
which give no water; Clouds that bring 
no rain; ““Men who promise Liberty (lib- 
erals) though they themselves are servants 
of corruption. 

Every age since the days of Judas Iscar- 
iot, has had its false teachers; yet for some 
hundreds of years, Christians of every 
land and name, have been united in such 
fundamental doctrines, as the Inspiration of 
the Scriptures, the Divinity of Christ, His 
atonement for our sins, and resurrection 
from the Dead. The works of such men as 
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Baxter, Bunyan, Wesley and Spurgeon 
have been their common heritage. Ditto 
the great christian hymns. 


Is it not worthy of note that today, in 
each one of our great denominations— 
that a few teachers are turning to “An- 
other Gospel?” and some of them are 
denying the very doctrines for which the 
Martyrs laid down their lives rather than 
recant? 


Is it not significant that within a few 
years, several of our heretofore conserva- 
tive Seminaries, of the various denomina- 
tions, are now harboring without protest, 
one or more false teachers? (Though today 
as always, the mass of our Theological 
teachers, still are God-fearing, self-deny- 
yg and saintly men.) 

A man who was recently professor in a 
Christian College, did not believe in God! 
even denied that Christ was an authentic 
historical figure; did not believe in immor- 
tality, nor in prayer except as a “commun- 
ing with nature’. 

A year since a professor in one of our 
hitherto most honored theological seminar- 
ies, published an article in the Seminary 
Bulletin, to “defend King Paul’, from the 


unjust treatment accorded him in the scrip- 
tures. ‘This man in this year of our Lord 
1926, attempts to amend and make a cor- 
rection for the book called by Rev. Geo. 
Dana Boardman, “The most hoary and 
honored book of all antiquity’. He calls 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, (Our 
Jehovah,) “A tribal deity’, of an obscure 
people. He does not hesitate to say that 
Saul was a better man than David. Even 
praises Saul for his act of disobedience in 
spareing cattle from slaughter. 
The following are some of the truths be- 
ing assailed today. There is: 
No. God! Creator, Supreme Ruler. 
God has been taken away, Deitrich. Not 
God’s Election of Man but Man’s Election of 
God. Shaler Mathews. 
No Inspired Word of God! 


All foolishness. J. B. Smith. 
The Bible is destined to become one of the 
curiosities of the past. J. B. Prat. 

No Miracles! 


An impossibility: Folk lore. Fowler, Cross, 
Starbuck, Foster. 

No Virgin Birth: 
This story an antiquated relic: Worthless 
to cultivated people. Foster. 

No Divine Christ! 
He made mistakes. Was purely human. 
Willett. Foster. 

No Atonment! 


“As well speak ee wool of the lamb as 


the blood | of the lamb”. Kent. 
No Resurrection of Christ! 


Though no fact of history is better attested. 
No Sin! 


Sin is good in the making. The sense of 
sin is gone. 
Sin is a quest after God. Dodge. 

No Savior! 


Nothing to be saved from or to. Cross. 


No Judgment Day! 


No accountability to God. 
No Future Life! 


Death ends all. Leuba, Elliot. 
No Final Separation 

between the righteousness and the wicked 
where the incoragable may find ‘their own 
place”. Hell is an evil heresay: Clear it out 
of the way, Through Jesus warned “it is bet- 
ter to pluck out an eye rather than 
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No Hope of a Better Hereafter! 


“Where the wicked cease from troubling and 
the weary are at rest.”. No “Home over 
there” prepared for us. 

No Conversion! Lockwood. Foster 


No religious experience! It is like laugh- 
ing gas. Like our joy when we have over- 
come Onions (so far as Mr. Coe had experi- 
enced or understood what is meant by it). 
Auto-Suggestion—Coe. 

No Prayer Answered! 
Childish! 

No Light for Death’s Dark Valley! 
We must all die as the beast dieth. All a de- 
lusion! 
There is noting in the hymn “Jesus can 
make a dyin’: bed feel soft as downie pil- 
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lows are’. Though countless thousands of 
dying have testified, with Bunyan, that they 
found sure stepping stones for their feet 
across the river; have even caught glimpses 
of the welcoming angels. 

Is the religion that has been victorious 
over all its enemies for 1900 years, all a 
delusion and destined to fall before these, 
called by Paul, ‘Scoffers and False Teach- 
erst: 

Jehovah Shall Laugh At Them 

The gates of hell shall never be al- 
lowed to prevail against the true Church 
of Christ. 

But how strange that anyone should be 
found willing to betray the cause of the 
Master, when after 1900 years, wherever 
this Gospel has been preached, all men, 
however sinful, who have believed and 
yielded to its demands, have been changed 
—made new men in Christ Jesus; A John 
Bunyan, the swearing tinker, turned into 
the saintly and immortal writer! A Jerry 
McCauley, the brutal saloon-keeper of New 
York City, into the upstanding man and 
friend of all those about him who were 
down and out. Strange that when it has 
been demonstrated in China, India, Africa 
and everywhere, that this Gospel is the 
only religion in all the world that has the 
power to uplift and help sinful men—is it 
not passing strange, that even one enemy 

As 


of Christ should be found!! especially in 
the guise of a teacher of the Christian re- 
ligion. 

What is the meaning of this same, 2 
Thes (2:10 and 11.) where a streng delu- 
sion is foretold, for those who will not re- 
ceive and love the truth, that they shall 
come to believe a lie! and in (Hebrew 6: 

Dr. Gordon, in his “Leaven of theSaddu- 
cees”** quotes from a Chicago daily; “we 
are struck with the hypocracy and treach- 
ery of these attacks on Christianity. Is there 
in a divinity school?” What shall be the 
harvest of such seed sowing? This falling 
away ,is not coming! It is here!! 

Sign 10.—THE TRUE CHURCH. 

“When the Son of Man cometh shall He 
find Faith on the earth?” Lk. 18:8. 

If, before the death of John, the Seer, 
four of the seven churches of Asia, had so 
far lapsed from the teaching of the Apos- 
tles as to need admonition, would it be 
surprising that when Christ comes after 
nineteen hundred years He should find 
some things in our churches that needed to 





**To Dr. Gordon’s carefully prepared book of 
facts, the author of this booklet is greatly indebt- 
ed. 


Tf the reader cares to look further into the perils 
theratening our churches see Dr. Gordon’s book. 
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be set in order? Is it not to be feared that 
to mamy of the churches of today theMaster 
will have to say: ‘1 have somewhat against 
thee; thou hast been careless in the recep- 
tion of members without evidence of their 
having been born again! and careless in 
retaining in the churches some who have 
proven that they are “none of His’. 

It is a pleasing thought that Christ found 


in the seven churches of Asia, more to 


commend than to reprove. Perhaps as 
never before, the churches are active in do- 
ing good to all within their reach, and 
there are more Christians today, whose 
saintly lives resemble the life of the Mas- 
ter. Yes, there are saints still to be found 


on earth in their places in the church.” 
When He comes Christ will find saints in 


many happy Christian homes; saints in the 
nursery, and in the kitchen; in the school- 
room, patiently teaching; in the places of 
business, glorifying their Master and doing 
the Lord’s business; men whose hearts go 
out to lost ones in the farthest corners of 
the earth. There are true pastors, Sunday- 
School workers and missionaries, who 
would die rather than betray their trust. 
He will find multitudes who will “love His 
appearing’. The church, tried by fire, re- 
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fined and purified, and ready as a bride, 
adorned for her husband, will await His 
coming. Innumerable men and women, 
robed in pure white, will welcome His 
coming. : 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRIST’S 
RETURN 
Some of the Objects of His Coming Are 
Apparent 
His coming will mean much to His king- 
dom, to His church and to the world. 
TO SATAN, who has long aspired to the 
rulership of this world** it will mean de- 
feat. Why he has been permittdd to tempt 
men, is the mystery of the ages. But per- 
mitted, he has been, and by an All Wise 
God. 
In Eden Garden, our first parents chose 
to obey the tempter, rather than their 


maker. Satan was permited to try God’s 
favorite, Job; and even, marvelous to read, 
Satan was permitted, in the Wilderness, to 
try to tempt the unique God-Man Him- 
self “(a) Of Satan’s desire to sift Peter— 
as wheat, how significant are the words of 
the Master “I have prayed for thee’. Thru 
the ages, Satan has been tempting men, 
worship me, all these kingdoms of the world I 


will give thee 
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ubiven choosing the shining mark among ) 
men for his fiercest attacks. 

Every page of history shows some speci- 
mens of his handiwork, and the woe and 
sorrow he has wrought. 

Possibly in some way the demonstration 
of what Christ can do for a world of sinful 
men, and what Satan can do with them, is \ 
now nearing completion. A demonstration , 

that will be so clear and full that no sane 


/ man will ever again hesitate to choose be- 


(tween them. The harvest time of earth is 

pening Satan and wrong and woe must | 
not triumph or go unchecked. “Thus far | 
shalt thou go, but no farther.” 

Sinful human nature is the same in all 
ages and countries, but forms of public 
wickedness sometimes grow beyond all 
bounds, as was the case before the flood. 

In the study of the Patmos Revelation, 
we noted that Armageddon represents the 
great crisis of rebellion against God. 

In this attempt to wrest from God the 
Kingship of the world, Satan makes his 
last and most ambitious attempt against 
God and all righteousness. His armies are 
gathered on the plains of Esdraelon; The 


(o) Rev. 16:16. 
Rev. 19:19. See ‘Portable Commentary.” 
(b) Rev. 19:11 to 21. 
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Beast and the False Prophet are with him, 
and ready to make war.” ** (a) The white 
horseman and the white army, when all is 
ready and the harvest of the earth is fully 
ripe, accepts the challenge.** (b) 

Their weapon is the sharp sword’ that 
proceeds from His mouth; His word suf- 
fices; the Beast and the False Prophet are 
cast into a lake of fire; and the remnants 
slain! Satan is bound in chains; sealed 
that he should deceive the nations no more 
for a thousand years.**(a). 


GOD HIMSELF (speaking after the 
-manner of men) will be profoundly inter- 
ested in this second coming. What a hap- 
py anthropomorphism** is that, which 
David wrote “Like as a Father pitieth His 
children, so the Lord pitieth those that fear 
Him.” That of John,also, (in 3:16) when 
he said “God so loved the world, that he 
gave His only-begotten Son! Among men, 
how strong is the affection for an ONLY 


(b) Reasoning from what we know of man, to 
what may be known of God. i. e. We know what 
a man thoroughly good and of sterling character 
ought to do and enjoy, under certain circum- | 
stances; and we correctly reason that God me | 


1(a) Rev. 20:1, 8. \ 


do the same, only infinitely more so. And it is 
agreed that this reasoning is correct, though in- 
adequate. 
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SON, though sometimes he proves to be an 
unworthy one. But God, who is infinitely 
more loving than we, how He must have 
loved this only son—this perfect son, who 
was “the brightness of His glory and the 
express image of His person”. (Heb. 1:2, 
3) and who was the only absolutely sinless 
one that ever walked this earth. This son, 
His greatest possible gift !! God gave for 
us! Sent to earth on his mission of love 
and good will to men.” 

But for this thoroughly accredited 
messenger from Heaven, there was no 
room in Bethlehem’s inn; no seat was made 
for Him, among the learned doctors of the 
temple, though even in His youth the San- 
hedrin was fully congnizant of His won- 
rous knowledge and spirit. 

Is it anything to you, O FATHER, that 
this Thy beloved Son be rejected of men? 
That every indignity be heaped on Him? 
That He be hanged upon the cross be- 
tween two thieves? The shame of Calvary 
has touched the whole world!! 

Is it anything to God, angels and men, 
that this humiliation of Christ shall be the 
last view of Him that this world shall ever 
see? Is it anything to this Father, that the 
last thing to be seen on this earth of this 
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only-beloved Son, is the INSULTED, BEA- 
TEN WITH RODS, BUFFETED FIGURE 
ON THE CROSS? Nay! This must not 
be!! It is due to the Father, to all Heaven 
and all the earth that Christ shall be seen 
coming in the clouds, wrapped in radiant 
glory! coming as the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. God, though slow to an- 
ger, will vindicate Himself and His Son. 
Hear the Father’s voice from Heaven, that 
same voice that once said “This is my Be- 
loved Son”, saying “I have glorified Thee 
and will glorify Thee again.” 


TO CHRIST HIMSELF 
this advent will be thrilling! for He was 
human, as well as divine. For a good man, 
is there any pleasure like revisiting the 
scenes where in days gone by, he labored 
for others, giving his best? 

What a joy it would be for a man like 
Russell Conwell—after a time to come 
back to the city where he was hailed its 
most useful and honored citizen and to re- 
visit the church he served so well and so 
long, and the college he founded and hon- 
ored, and the hospitals where so many are 
cared for in sickness. To see once more 


the place and the thousands to whom he 
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so unselfishly gave his life and the millions 
he made from his “acres of diamonds.” 
What a joy it would be, especially if he 
come with unlimited powers of mind and 
wealth, to follow up each one of the thou- 
sands who were students in his college, 
now in the struggle and battles of a busy 
life. 

So Christ, our brother, must look with 
interest on Bethelehem, the place where 
he took upon Himself our human nature; 
Must look with special interest on Bethany 
and Jerusalem, the city and country 
where He began and completed the might- 
iest work that was ever conceived and 
undertaken since the Creation Morning! 
God’s remedy for sin!! The new Crea- 
tion!!! 

Christ for this joy that was set before 
Him, endured the cross despising its shame! 
Who but the Son of God, could have seen 
joy beyond the cross; a kingdom founded 
forever for all those who loved Him? A 
kingdom of love, peace and brotherhood 
and people and nation. 

Some joy that! He comes to make His 
blessings flow far as the curse is found. 


Worthy!!! for Thou “hast redeemed us 
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to God out of every kindred and tongue, 
that shall embrace men of every tribe and 
people in every land of all this earth, and 
never end. 


FOR THE CHURCH, the coming of the 
Lord will mean that a new era has opened. 
The tempter will no longer have sway in 
the world, for Christ, the Conqueror, the 
Head of the Church, has come to abide; 
“Temptations lose their power when 
Christ is nigh’. Then, O Zion, what can 
shake thy sure repose, or check thy trium- 
phant hallelujahs? The gates of hell nev- 
ermore shall open for those who would 
wreck and destroy. With Christ present in 
the church there will be no more division 
or dissension; with perfect brotherhood 
and harmonious working together, and 
the constant presence and power of the 
Head of the church. what will then hinder 
that “every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess Him Lord and Christ.” 
Great harvests will now be gathered of the 
twice born Christ-like men and women. 

The blessed days of the church will have 


come! 


“Her sweet communion, solemn vows, 
and her hymns of love and praise. 
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Shall gladden the whole earth.—! 
“Open ye the gates! 
Let the King of Glory come in!! 


TO THE WORLD at large, His coming 
will mean the millenial dawn!.. Old things 
will have passed away and all things be- 
come new. Read in Isa.the eleventh chap- 
ter the beautiful picture of the life here on 
earth during this millenial reign of Christ; 
no more pain, no more sorrow. At last 
“Peace on earth” with be realized. 


War Shall Be Uo More 
Among the striking pictures of the reign 
of Christ on this earth, this is one of the 
most impressive and just now pertinent. 
All nations are crying out against war! 
Gladly will this war-weary world hail the 
reign of our Christ. 


WHO SHALL ABIDE THE DAY of His 


coming? *(a) 


Is the day of His coming a day to be 
feared? Certainly not, for the sincere 











*(a) Mal. 3:2, 3. Who shall abide the day of 
His coming? Who shall stand when He appear- 
eth? 


For He is ike a refinjng fire; shal! purge them 
as gold, etc. 
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Christian; though with sorrow he may be 
saying: 
“The mistakes of my live have been 
many ; 
The sins of my heart have been more; 
And I scarce can see for weeping. 
But Ill enter the open door.” 


Why should one dread the coming of his 
friend? His best friend, who comes to 
' abide with him, comes wth _ unlimited 


\ power to help and bless? 


At his appearance there will be to most | 
of us, much to regret. Why did we not 
better appreciate “our high” calling in 


Christ? Why did we follow our dear Mas- 
tex, so. “far. off? 


Why did we allow so many opportunities } 
for His service to pass unimproved When 
we see and realize from what we have 
been redeemed, and to what we have been 
lifted,we will sing: 


“Why was I made to hear His voice, 
And enter while there is room; 
While thousands make the wretched 
choice 
And rather starve than come! 
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For the Little Ones Christ’s coming is 
not a day to be feared. 

Will it not suffice to tell little children 
that some day, that same Jesus is coming, 
who, when here on earth “took little child- 
ren in His arms and blessed them and said 
“suffer little children to come unto me— 
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

f When the dear little innocents see His 
/smiling face, and outstretched arms they 
will run to Him. It is the children’s great 
friend that is coming; coming to make this 
world a better place for them in which to 


R live. 


But to some, His coming will be A 
DAY FOR MOURNING! *(a) To the 
many in this Christian land, who from 
childhood have heard the invitations and 
promises of the Gospel, but have not be- 
lieved; have never repented of sin and 
yielded themselves to Christ, it will be 
day of supreme lament. 






What will it mean for those Jews who 
nailed His hands and feet, and pierced His 
side, when they see Him coming with 
power and great glory!! 


*(a) Math 24:80. 
Read the 24th and 25th Chapters of Math. 
**Rev. 6: 15, 16, 17. 
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What will it mean to highly favored 
Americans of this 19th century, when they 
see Him face to face, Him whom they have 
disbelieved and rejected; or whom per- 
haps they have crucified afresh and put to 
open shame!! Deep indeed must be the 
woe in a man’s heart, when he sees the 
face of Christ and must “call upon the 
rocks and the mountains to hide him from 
the wrath of the lamb.” 

In our favored Christian country, surely 
they that are not with Christ are against 
Him. 

THE CERTAINTY of this second advent 

Every word of God will come true. The 
flood came as it was predicted it would 
come! The Jews were scattered abroad, 
as it was predicted that they would be; 
a bye-word and 


ce 


and they literally became 
a hissing’, and were so esteemed every- 
where for 19 centuries. 

For us, it is a far cry from A. D. 30 to 
1926; but a thousand years are as aday 
and one day as a thousand years with God. 
Jehovah knows no hurry—no delay. 
Bible prophecies are God’s announcements 
not time tables or programs for men. 

It is well for us, that many dates are 


hidden from us. 
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Yes if is a far cry from the Mount of 
Olive’s farewell promise, to men in 1926! 
But not so far a cry as was that from 
Daniel to General Allenby and the Army 
of the Allies!! and the lifting of the veil 
from the Jews. 

When God’s fullness of time has come, 
and the earth is fully ripe for the harvest, 
He will come and not tarry. 


HOW SOON is He coming? 

Neither the hour, day nor year has been 
revealed to any mortal.** (a). 

The early Christians looked for His 
speedy coming. As we today understand 
the Parables of Christ, they were scarcely 
warranted in this. In the parable of the 
Tares, he said, “Let both grow together 
til the harvest;” “The harvest is the end 
of the world.” Of the Pounds and Tal- 
ents, he spoke of the owner as going into 
a far country and returning after a long 
time. 


The Watchers were told that the return 
of their Lord might be in the second 


(a) Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, 
not even the Angels of heaven: But My Father 
only. Math. 24:36. 
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watch of the night, or as late as the third 
watch. 

The Ten Virgins—all were weary with 
long waiting for the Bridegroom. 

In modern times much discredit to the 
doctrines of Christ’s return has come by 
men attempting to find the date of the 
coming; and this in spite of the plain 
scripture teaching that this date was not 
known even to the Angels in Heaven. 

But surely now when we see the special 
signs that were promised (not one or two 
of them) unitedly pointing to this near 
appearance, we must lift up our eyes! 


Trim our lamps! 
“Til He comes” we wait in the “‘Blessed 


Hope,” and are busy with our Christian 
tluties. 
His coming is near at hand! 
“May be nearer now than we think!” 
That this coming will take the world by 
surprise, and be sudden, is positively stated 
*(b).'To those who will not have this man, 
Christ Jesus to rule and reign over them, 
it will be the sad surprise of an eternal 
life-time. 





**(b) Mal. 3:1. He wil come suddenly to His 


temple. 5 ; 
Math. 24:27. “Suddenly, like lightening stroke. 
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CHRIST’S PARABLE 


Among the guests invited to a wedding 
festival, that was to last for a week, were 
ten young ladies, who were to be the torch- 
bearers. At a certain place, with their 
lighted lamps, they were to await the com- 
ing of the marriage procession, as it was 
returning from the house of the bride. The 
bridegroom, with his friends, and the mu- 
sicians were bringing the bride to his home, 
and the maidens were to illuminate her en- 
trance to her new home. 

Alas, the bridal procession was delayed! 
In fact, it was long delayed. It grew to be 
late in the night and still they did not 
come. Seated, one after another, the girls 
fell asleep. Suddenly, at midnight, the cry 
was heard: “They are coming,” but all 
the lamps had gone out. 

Five of the girls foolishly had no oil 
with them, to replentish their lamps While 
these were seeking where they might buy 
oil, the procession came and the five wise 
girls who were ready, led the way to the 
house of the groom, and the door was shut 
and barred against the rabble always ready 
to intrude on the feasting. When the fool- 
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ish ones came and cried “open the door’, 
it was too late! 


1? 


“Too late! we can not enter now! 


Wvileh therefore for ye know 
neither. the diy nor the hour 
wherein lhe ae of ihe cometh. 


ox 
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